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DENMAY THOMPSON HOUSE
Girard, Erie County, Pemnsylvania

Omer.
Ce We Fostere R.F.D, #2, Girard, Erie County, Permsylvania.

Date of Ereotion

Approximately 1832,

Architaeot

Unicnown.

Bui lder
nknowr.

Progent Comdition
Dilapidated.

Eumber of Stories
One and one-hslf story, single residenca.

Materisls of Construction:
Hand-hewed posts, rafters and beams, hand-made and split lath,

smooth plaster walls, hard finish, fresco made on premisas.
A1l mouldings, etc., hand-made

Qther Exmtmg Raoords'
Emcyslopaedzas, pergonsl interviews and personal reoollect:.ons.

Additionsl Date~Biblicography:
Encyolopaedias: Americaaas, International and Felson's.
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ITEAN THOMPSOE HOUSE

In & small cottage situated within less than a mile of the
famous Devil's Backbone In Girard townghip, Brie County, Pemnsylvanis,
in the year 1833, a baby boy was born who was destined to make the theatra
goers of the cowmtry laugh and weep with him in the impersonztion of
Amsrican rural life and conditions. His father had settled on a farm
and the house had been painstakingly constructed from the trecs that
grew in the vieinity. The mouldings of even the doors and windowe
hed boen wrought by hand, and into this home Denman Thompson came
as a welcome visitor to his parents. His father planted a tree which is
still standing on the west front side of the house whan Denman was
borne

_ his
Denman Thompson was probably best kuown for,impersonstion of the

rustic "Josh® Whitcomd, and for his play "The (01d Homestead." When he -
wWa.s growing up, he remcved to Swanzey, New Hampshire, and remained there
wntil 1852 when he made his stage debut at Lowell, Massachusetts. He
had some success in the "Prench Spy" produced from 1854 t0 1868 with
the Royal Lyceum Stock Company of Toronto, Canada. Joshua Whitoomb

was brought cut in 18706, and proved perhaps t¢ Denman himself that this
was a part that would be his execlusively, for in 1886 he produced the
"01d Homostead" which was slong similar lines, but showing increased
ability both in the story and in the acting from former prodictions,
?his play ran for four successive seasons iIn ew York City, 1888 to 1892
and toured the rest of the country for years. when thils was produced -
in Yew York ity o yoks of oxen and & load of hay were driven across

the stage. '

Fis awnt, Mra. Angelina Babitt, & sister of his father, was a great
favorite of his, and he played many tricks on her, but she was always
tog shrewd for hime One of his tricke goneisted in making up a member
of his ecompany in 1893 when he visited hor, and sending the man t0 her
door to impersonate himself, but the laugh wes c¢n Demman for the aunt
remarked, "o, you are not Denman.”

Denman PThompson died in 1911. He was the son of Capt. Rufus
Thompson, a carpenter from New Hampshire. Wben Depman went 1o Hew
Tngland o0 work for a relative in the counting room as a sort of
bookkeeper he must have had & longing for the stage, for in 1852 he
entered this career. In 1854 he was at the Roysl Lyceum Thealre in
poronto as & comedian, where he remained fifteen years. He was twice
permitted to play elsewhere, one season in the Clity of London, England
Theatre and in 1874 he made a professional visit to the West Indies.
While an invalid in 1875 at the Red Lion Hotel in Pitteburgh, he wrote
"Joshua Whitcomb" whieh attracted the attention of John B. Stetson,
manager, who put it on the stage of the HMoward Athenaeum in Boston with
Thompson in the title role. He wrote "0ld Homestead® played first
in the Boston Theatre 1886 and it Wew York 1888-83-20-01.
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DEWMAN THOMPSON HOUSE :o

Lyman Luther Foster bought the farm and home in 1864, moved
into it in 1868. He romoved the front part and built a new front of
two stories, somewhat larger, and moved the front of the Thompsaon
house about thirty feet to the west and about fifty feet to the resar.
The original kitohen has been remodeled to some extent, but the rear
door has been preserved and etill has the original thumb lateh and
other hardware, and the upper part has a panel with nine lights of
glass. The lath used in the Thompson house and kitchen are sawed
lath, out in a sheet and then aplit with zn az or hatchet as they
are nailed on. The front door of the Thompson house proper is
placed in the center of the wall with wilndows on each side spaced sbout
3* from the doorway. There is one window in the second floor directly
cver the door on the first floor. On the east side there is one
door and one window. The windowa on the lower floor have 15 lights
of glass, those on the upper floor have 12 lights of glass, A1l
mouldings gre hand-mede, all scantling hand-hewsd, labh sawed, then
split with an ax as they are nailled on. The rooms are plastered
with cow-halr plaster made on the premiees, and covered with a
freosqoed finish. A4ll woodwork hend-made. A narrow atairway, boxed,

. and winding, gives aoccess to the small attic rooms. The front dooyr
. haa three lower vertical panels, upper part six vertiocal panels with
horizontal paneling between. The eide door has three lower vertical
panele and three verticel upper panels and horizontsl paneling between. -
There is one chimney, and the roof is covered with wooden shingles.

The present owner of the property, Charles Wallace Fosber, is
a descendsnt of the Wallace clan of Sootland. He was borm Jsnuary 29,
1860, His grandfather was Lyman Luther Fostar. ¥r. Foater olaims
relationship with Stephen Collins Foster, the song writer.
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